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Dear Families,

 

First off, we want to thank everyone for providing thoughtful feedback in the survey that was sent out last

week so we could gauge interest in the various possibilities for Camp Confidence this summer. It is clear

that many families are interested in providing a program for their child this summer and trust we will make a

decision in the best interest of everyone involved. We are grateful for your support through this process. 

 

We knew, given the circumstances, that we would have to make some changes to our programming this

summer, and we wanted to make a decision as soon as we could so families could start planning. That

being said, with very mixed emotions we are writing to let you know we will hold a virtual learning Camp

Confidence experience this summer. We promise you, though, it will be fun!  

 

While we had been hoping to hold an in-person summer program starting in July, this became more and

more difficult as we got deeper into the planning. There were a number of factors that went into this

decision, and we want you to know we did not make this decision lightly.

 

Though summer camp programs are allowed and are being encouraged in the state of Rhode Island, there

was a distinction made between schools and camps not necessarily being the same thing. In fact, to the

best of our knowledge, all Rhode Island public schools are planning to hold virtual ESY (Extended School

Year) programs, and several districts felt it would be important for us to be consistent and do the same. In

Massachusetts, they have not made a determination of what their summer programs will look like, but

schools are being told to continue virtual learning at this point, with the possibility of some in-person

programming later on.

 

These are some of the questions we face, without answers yet:

· Will Wolf be allowed to open the school building for summer services based on the Governor’s timeline

of schools not opening until Phase III?

· Will we have enough staff able to work in an in-person program due to childcare needs of their own?

· Will the students coming from public school districts receive transportation if the Rhode Island and

Massachusetts public schools only have virtual learning summer services?  Can they be transported

safely?

· Will the public schools support an in-person program if their own schools are required to be virtual?

 

Here is the initial plan for Camp Confidence Connected:   

· It will be a 5-week program from July 6 to Aug. 6, Monday through Thursday.

· The camp will run from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. each day, with a break for snack.

· The staff will include a special education teacher, teacher assistant, speech therapist and occupational

therapist assigned to each group.
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· Learning specialists will be integrated into the classrooms as needed.

· Groups will be approximately 8 to 10 students.

· Each week will be a fun theme planned by the staff to incorporate reading, math, writing, SLP and OT

goals reflecting the Immersion Model©.

· Social Thinking and Brain in the Game components will be incorporated 

· There will be opportunities for social times with other groups and students.

· Hands-on enrichment activities will be part of the program each week connected to the theme each

week. These may include lessons related to messy science, movement, music, and art. 

 

The cost of the program will be prorated based on the reduced number of hours. The new cost will be

$4,000 for the 5 weeks. We are asking for a three-week minimum for anyone interested in attending.

 

Here are the next steps:
1.   In order to ensure enrollment of your child in Camp Confidence Connected, all families must complete

the registration form by Friday, June 5, 2020.

2.   If your child is not on an IEP, please send in a deposit of $1,000 by Friday, June 5 to the Wolf School

to reserve your child’s spot. The remaining balance of $3,000 will be due by Monday, June 29, 2020.

Enrollment contracts will be sent home once your registration form and deposit have been received. 

3.   If your child is on an IEP, you do not have to send a deposit, but the registration form must be

completed by Friday, June 5.  We will mail ESY Placement Agreements to the districts once we have the

information about what weeks your child is planning to participate.

 

If you have any questions or concerns about your child participating in this summer’s program, don’t hesitate

to reach out to me or Meg Sutton, our Summer Program Director. Our goal is to make this a positive

experience for every student who wants to receive summer programming and maintain skills over the

summer. As we have in the past, we will also be putting together a tutoring list, so families can choose to

work with a tutor (Wolf staff) to address academic or therapy goals in a one to one or possibly small group

setting for specific hours scheduled during the week. Please reach out to Meg

(msutton@thewolfschool.org) to discuss this as an option. 

 

Thank you for your continued support as we develop our new virtual summer program. We know your

children all miss seeing each other and being at Wolf. We will be working hard this summer making plans for

re-opening school this fall. One way or another, we will all be together soon.

 

Big virtual hugs as always,

 

Anna and Meg
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