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Dear Families,

 

Complex Learners have confronted a lifetime of adversity in 2020. Their school building is closed. Their

activities have ceased. They wear masks outside the house. Most have not seen their friends in months.

They live with far too much fear and anxiety.

 

Now they see an explosion of violence and looting, as well as painful discussions about racial injustices in

America. We are all shaken by the senseless murder of George Floyd. As adults, many of us are still

struggling to process this, along with the ongoing horrifying damage happening in American cities. Complex

Learners may be struggling too.

 

In this climate, we should all remember some of the values we hold dear at Wolf. We teach kindness and

compassion. Your children learn these themes in our curriculum, they practice them in our classrooms, and

they will continue to do so in their time at Wolf. Our social emotional curriculum and supports will continue to

address respect, compassion, understanding, kindness and tolerance throughout these challenging

times. We will continue to have deeper conversations beyond this year and think about how to address the

current events and climate moving forward, including themes of racism and injustice.  

 

I have heard from a few families asking for support with how to address recent events with their children.

Many of our students may have difficulty processing their feelings, causing added anxiety or stress. You

know your child best, so please feel free to reach out to your child’s team with any observations or concerns.

None of us have all of the answers – that is okay. Be honest, validate their feelings and reassure them that

they are safe.  

 

I am including a few links below as resources for how to talk about the issues of racism and violence with

your children. Dr. Kelley Pistacchio, our school psychologist, will be available to connect with individual

students or families as needed.  Please feel free to reach out to Kelley directly at

kpistacchio@thewolfschool.org. 

 

From CNN: CNN and 'Sesame Street' to host a town hall addressing racism 
 

From USA Today: George Floyd. Ahmaud Arbery. Breonna Taylor. What do we tell our children?
 

From The Children's Community School: Social Justice Resources
 

From NPR: Talking Race With Young Children
 

From The University of Pennsylvania: Talking to children after racial incidents 

 Head of School

https://thewolfschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheWolfSchool/
https://twitter.com/ComplexLearners
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/cnn-sesame-street-standing-up-to-racism/index.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/05/31/how-talk-kids-racism-racial-violence-police-brutality/5288065002/
http://www.childrenscommunityschool.org/social-justice-resources/
https://www.npr.org/2019/04/24/716700866/talking-race-with-young-children
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news/talking-children-after-racial-incidents


From ADL: How Should I Talk about Race in My Mostly White Classroom?
 

From The NCTSN: Addressing Race and Trauma in the classroom
 

Please let me know if you have any concerns or questions. I am so grateful that our Wolf community begins

and ends with kindness, and I promise we will continue to find ways to spread kindness and create change

in this world!

 

Warmly,

 

Anna

https://thewolfschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheWolfSchool/
https://twitter.com/ComplexLearners
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/how-should-i-talk-about-race-in-my-mostly-white-classroom
https://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/resources/addressing_race_and_trauma_in_the_classroom_educators.pdf

