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                                                                                                              May 2, 2020
 
 
 
Dear Families,
 
What a beautiful weekend! Congratulations to everyone for completing the first 21 days of Wolf School
Connected. Though it feels like we’ve been doing this forever, we really haven’t, and it’s amazing how much
has been achieved in such a short time. Thank you for being such an integral part of our success!
 
As we look ahead to the next six weeks of remote learning, it’s important to remember how to keep this
program as successful as possible. Take care of yourselves, physically and emotionally, take care of your
loved ones and take care of each other as a Wolf community. We know how intense this new way of
teaching and learning has been for everyone involved, and we know everyone is doing the best they can. As
a whole, the Wolf community is a highly-motivated, high-achieving community — which means we all have
high expectations, and we generate our fair share of stress. Please know how incredible you are doing, how
well your children are responding, and that everything we accomplish in this format is a great success. While
I’m not saying to stop pushing yourselves, I am saying that, in this environment, even good results are great.
 
I continue to be so proud of the hard work and resiliency of our students, staff and all of you!  We are going
to get through this together, and we will be even stronger as a school community.
 
I want to provide you with an overview of what to expect over the next few weeks and give everyone some
hope that there is a light at the end of tunnel.  
 
“Wolf School Unplugs” – Updates to the May and June Calendar
This new way of delivering our Immersion Model© is intense. It requires a significant amount of planning
time for the teams and is hard on the students and you as parents. With that in mind, we are adding in offline
days each week beginning next week, where the teaching teams will be using the time for planning and
meetings, and the students will be working offline on various assignments or fun projects at their own pace.
“Wolf School Unplugs” days are:
 

 
On each of these days, your children will sign in with their teachers at their regular time for morning meeting
so teachers can take attendance and make sure they are set up with their plan for the day. Then the
students will sign off and complete a day of fun, engaging offline activities.
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Parent Teacher Conferences
As you know, these were originally scheduled for May 8th.  We will NOT be holding Parent Teacher
Conferences on this day.  This will be our first “Wolf School Unplugs Day.” Your child’s team will be reaching
out to each family to schedule a Parent Teacher Conference between May 14th and June 5th.  We know
you have been meeting with your child’s team regularly throughout Wolf School Connected, but this will be a
longer meeting with the team to review the year and make summer recommendations. We want to have
more time with Wolf School Connected before scheduling these meetings and have a better sense of what
our options are for the summer based on the Governor’s restrictions.
 
Discover the Difference is Going Virtual
By now, I hope you have all received the invitation for our Non-Event for Discover the Difference :).  Since
we couldn’t all be together at the Convention Center this year, we are holding an online auction. You can
show your support without showing up!  On May 8th at 7:30 p.m. we will be kicking off the auction on Zoom
with a short program, including Parent Co-Chairs Sarah and Ted Burke and Parent Speaker Andrea
Valente. You won’t want to miss it!
 
We will be sending out the Zoom information this week, which you can forward to your family and friends to
tune in on Friday night.  From there, the online auction will be open through May 12th.  We have a few fun
auction items, including Taylor Swift concert tickets and a getaway to Martha’s Vineyard.  All other donations
will go specifically to Fund a Need Items and much needed Financial Aid. I hope to “see” you all there!
 
Assessments, Report Cards and Grading (Middle School students only)
You will be hearing more specifics about assessments, grading and end-of-year report cards from your
teams at Parent Conferences in the next month, but I want to let you know some general information about
our plan. Assessments that are typically completed during the month of May, such as the GMADE, GRADE
and Social Emotional Questionnaires, will not be administered this spring. However, teams ARE continuing
to track and take data throughout the remote learning experience. Teams are measuring student progress
(academic and clinical) in other ways, through the use of some of our online curriculum programs and other
creative measures in order to assess and evaluate every child.
 
Each child will be receiving an end-of-the-year report card in June, as well as June progress notes. There
will be minor additions to the June Educational Report to reflect the hard work that has taken place during
Wolf School Connected. Grades for Middle School students will be Pass/No Credit from April 1st through the
end of the year. Grades will be given for the beginning of the second semester, from Jan. 6th through March
13th up until Spring Break. If you have specific questions about this, please feel free to reach out to your
child’s team directly or to Lauren Duffy Karlsson.
 
Graduation – June 9th at 5:00 p.m.
The 8th grade team and families are in the process of working out the details for graduation. We are excited
to celebrate this momentous occasion in their lives. We will be holding a virtual graduation on June 9th at
5:00 p.m. We have some fun surprises planned for the graduates, and the students will be working hard on
their graduation speeches, creating their 8th-grade movie and designing their flags in the coming weeks. We
will be sending out information for anyone who would like to join us on Zoom that evening to honor and
celebrate our 8th-graders. Details to follow as we get closer to June 9th.
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Closing Ceremonies – Wednesday, June 10th 
Our last day of school is June 10th. We are planning virtual all-school Closing Ceremonies that morning,
starting at 8:30 a.m. We are still in the planning stages of figuring out the details, but we know it will be
important for the students to have closure on the school year and “see” each other one last time before we
head off for the summer. Many of the kids have asked about closing ceremonies and look forward to their
special recognition each year, so we don’t want to miss the opportunity to celebrate them and all of their
amazing work this year! All families are invited to be part of this.
 
Once the ceremony is over, your children will go back to their virtual classrooms with their teachers to say
their goodbyes and then they will be done for the day. We will share more details on the program for
Closing Ceremonies as we get closer to June 10th.  
 
Summer Program
Camp Confidence is one of our top priorities over the next two weeks. Though I don’t have a lot of details to
share yet, I can tell you that we absolutely want to hold an in-person summer program, so that is our starting
point. We’ve been discussing options for what Camp Confidence might look like, trying to envision how we
can fit the program within the social-distancing and group-gathering guidelines likely to be in place this
summer. Because we don’t start until after July 4th, and because we operate with such small class sizes,
we’re feeling optimistic about what we MIGHT be able to do, but we will learn a lot more in the next couple of
weeks.
 
I hope to be able to share a plan with you (of course, subject to change) around May 15th.
 
Picking up Items at School
I realize that there may be some students who still have belongings at school. We will be sending out a
schedule in the coming weeks with days and times when families can come to Wolf to pick up any items that
were left at school, such as medications, art projects or lost and found items. Stay tuned for more details
about this.
 
Thanks for taking the time to read this, now get outside and enjoy some fresh air!
 
Big virtual hugs to all,
 
Anna
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