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Dear Families,

 

I hope everyone got some well-deserved rest and enjoyed some down time this weekend. We survived our

first week of remote learning and it was intense!  :)

 

I want to thank you all for your patience, support and sense of humor while we navigated technological

glitches, dealt with connectivity issues and learned a completely new way of having school. I was so proud

of our students – they were so happy to see one another, they showed a lot of flexibility, and they figured

things out quickly.

 

Looking ahead to this week, I want to share some updates with you.

 

Zoom Security Measures
We know there are many reports of "Zoombombing” or privacy intrusions on the platform we are

predominantly using for Wolf School Connected. Zoom has already made numerous updates to address

these issues, and is continuing to do so regularly.

 

We have decided for a number of reasons that Zoom is the most efficient way of conducting our virtual

classes, particularly the ability to create breakout rooms which closely mirrors how we utilize the teaching

team for our small groups in the classroom. Zoom has identified a few key security protocols that we

instituted in our account settings prior to launching Wolf School Connected last week. These included the

following:

 

 1. All Zoom links provided by teachers on Google Classroom or Google Sites are password protected. The 

 passwords are embedded in the link, so students and families using Zoom should not have to enter the 

 password. The links are not open to the public.

 

 2. Teachers have their accounts set so that the “host” of the meeting has to start the meeting prior to    

 students being able to enter.

 

 3. Once the host (teacher) has started the meeting, students are allowed to enter the meeting only by being  

“admitted” by the host. Thus, it is important for each student, staff or family member to identify themselves     

using a name, specifically their real name (first initial, last name is acceptable), so that the host of the

meeting recognizes the person trying to enter. If the host doesn’t recognize the name, they should not be

allowing that person to join the meeting. 

 

That being said, we will continue to monitor all Zoom updates, and we will be ready to pivot if we need to

change platforms for any reason. We will be ready to do so swiftly.
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Google Form Link for Families
Here is a link to a Google Form that has been created to help answer any questions related to the COVID-

19 updates, including anything having to do with Wolf School Connected. These could be questions about

technology, home work spaces, your child’s adjustment to the new system, or anything else. These

questions will come to me and we will provide regular updates to the community in an FAQ format to

address any questions or concerns you may have (all anonymously, of course!). Most likely, if you have a

question about something, you are not the only one. We are all learning together and appreciate any

thoughts, feedback or questions you might have.

 

Wolf Weekly
We will be starting up Wolf Weekly again this week. Even though we are not in the physical building at Wolf,

there is so much to celebrate and share from our virtual classrooms. There is creative and impressive

teaching going on and students are working hard and learning a lot. We want to make sure you get the latest

and greatest updates!

 

Upcoming Important Dates
I want to remind everyone that this week on the calendar is a noon dismissal on Thursday, April 9th for

teacher professional development and no school on April 10th for Good Friday. We will continue following

the original school calendar. This will give students an opportunity to take a break from devices and for

everyone to enjoy a nice long weekend with their families.

 

A huge thank you to everyone who has shared feedback about our first few days in this strange, new reality.

I have shared many of your thoughts and positive words with our staff, which always puts a smile on their

faces. They continue to work tirelessly to build something meaningful and engaging for your children. It has

been wonderful to see in such a short time that the hard work is paying off. We are not done, and we

continue to learn more each day.

 

Have a wonderful week and as always, please let me know if you need anything!

 

Big virtual hugs to all,

 

Anna
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