
                                                                                                              March 6, 2020

 

 

 

Dear Families,

 

I want to express my deep appreciation to the entire Wolf community for how you have responded this week

— a time when we’ve all been reading “scary” stories and breaking news reports about the spread of

COVID-19 in this region. Most alarming to all of us is the fact that this virus entered our state through a

school trip, infected people on that trip, and created a network of potential exposure throughout multiple

school communities. As of today, the positive news is that there are still only two confirmed cased in RI and

one in MA – all from the same trip to Italy.

 

Through it all, you have been so cooperative, so supportive and so calm in your interactions

with me and our community. It is very appreciated!

 

As you know, your children will recognize anxiety and be influenced by it. Yet I have seen our students come

to school relaxed and at ease, which is so important to Wolf remaining a safe, nurturing home away from

home. So, thank you for helping us keep things as routine as possible for your children.

 

This is a team effort as we navigate this new landscape and prioritize the health, well-being and safety of the

Wolf community. Please know that since Sunday I have been taking part in regular conference calls

involving the R.I. Dept. of Health, the R.I Department of Education and school leaders (superintendents,

heads of school and principals) from throughout the state. I will also be joining a conference call with MA

officials this afternoon. One thing has become extremely clear to me — more than anything else, I need

information.

 

To be able to respond to any situation, should it arise, the more information I have the better. In a general

sense, this obviously means I want to know about illnesses and symptoms from anyone in our community (if

your child is sick or feels like they are getting sick, please do not send them to school). But more specifically,

it means I also need to know about travel plans for you and your family, especially during our upcoming

break.

 

This situation is developing and shifting daily around the globe. In the case of the St. Raphael Academy

school trip, when they left the United States, Italy was not considered a high-risk area. Barely a week after

their return, Italy shut down all schools and universities throughout the country. So obviously things can

change quickly.

 

Please send me an email to let me know about any travel plans so I can be as informed as possible. I

promise not to bother you for daily medical updates :). I just need to have as much information as I can in

the event I have to react for the safety and security of the full Wolf community, which is my highest priority. I

am asking the faculty and staff for this information, as well. I will keep everyone updated with any developing
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information over March break. 

 

I ask for your cooperation and your ongoing support as we all confront this public health crisis.Please don’t

hesitate to reach out with any questions. I am reachable anytime at 401-829-6499.

 

Sincerely,

 

Anna
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