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Dear Families,

 

I hope this letter finds you and your children well and that you are staying positive and enjoying quality time

with your family during this surreal and unsettling time.  It was comforting being able to virtually connect with

most of you this week, and I am looking forward to seeing the rest of you at our virtual meeting tomorrow.  It

has been extremely reassuring to know how invested our community is in this new endeavor, and we know

that with everyone’s support, Wolf School Connected will be a success.

 

In the event some of you are feeling like you’re ready for a change (of scenery, of activities, of everything!), I

have great news — Wolf School Connected is almost ready to launch. The teachers have continued to work

tirelessly, around the clock this week, learning the new technology, modifying their curriculum so it will be

accessible in the virtual platforms, planning with their teams and creating individual schedules and plans for

their students in order for each of them to be as successful as they can. It feels like we are starting a new

Wolf School!  We honestly miss your children a ton, and we all can’t wait to see them again — and give you

a much-deserved break (we hope!).

 

As parents ourselves, we have been bombarded by emails from teachers and schools giving us information

on their new distance learning platforms. We totally understand how overwhelming it can feel as we

communicate all the details of this new reality.  We will take it a day at a time, and we are all here to support

each other through this.

 

Having said that, this is the first of the messages outlining our distance learning program, and it will be

followed by more detailed information from your classroom teams. We will try to be mindful about how we

communicate and try to give you everything you need as clearly and concisely as possible.

 

Our Plan:
From the first moment “distance learning” became a real possibility, we jumped into the deep end of the

pool. In our earliest conversations (two weeks ago!), we decided to build a robust program that replicates the

Wolf School Immersion Model© as much as possible under the circumstances. We believe our students

need to experience as much of Wolf as they possibly can — academically, socially, emotionally. Our plan is

designed to provide opportunities for continuous learning, and most importantly, to encourage connection

between students and their teachers.

 

Thus, we are building a fully robust platform that captures as much of a “normal” Wolf day as possible. We

will be holding daily morning meetings, Advisory once a week for Middle School students, small group and

one-on-one breakout sessions, scheduling social time, conducting PE/Health lessons, Art and Music

classes, encouraging movement breaks throughout the day and mindfulness … trying to make Wolf School

Connected as close to the Wolf School experience we all know and love. You will be hearing soon from your

classroom teams about your child’s daily schedule … stay tuned!
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At the same time, we are completely aware that this program is brand new and will feel very unfamiliar, and

intense, for certain learners, so we want to make sure there are opportunities for breaks and downtime, and

a healthy lunch period every day from 12:15 – 1:15 p.m..  The schedule will last from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.,

Monday through Friday, but teachers will work with each student and family to adjust the schedule as

needed.  The idea is not to overwhelm the students, but to provide structure and routine to help them

navigate their day.

 

Your Role:
We know many of you are home with your children and trying to work alongside them. As educators doing

exactly the same thing in our own homes, we completely understand the challenges of doing so. We know

there can be confusion, distractions, overlapping video meetings, cats, dogs, siblings and crying babies. We

all understand this is the new classroom.

 

While we will absolutely need your help, we are trying to build a program where your complex learner can be

as independent as possible. So, while there may be times you need to support or guide them, we do not

want you tethered to them throughout the day. Whatever the circumstances as we begin this, we absolutely

want your feedback. If it’s too intense, not enough, or somewhere in between, we will adjust the program to

meet each child and family. Keep at it, and don’t get overwhelmed. We will be flexible and ready to adapt to

meet you and your child where you are —it’s the Wolf way! As long as we can all agree that we are doing

the best we can, this will be a great new adventure for Wolf!

 

The technology:
Every member of the staff has been working incredibly hard to build an entirely new system for teaching. We

will be using a combination of Zoom and Google Classroom for a majority of our experiences, with each

class having slight variations to the schedule. Classroom teams will be providing tutorials for you and your

child, as needed, over the coming days and weeks to assist in learning these platforms. Most of you have

had a chance to try the Zoom experience, and our staff have been using it every day for over a week.  We

think this platform will be important in order to deliver live sessions, particularly for OT and SLP services.

Through Zoom, teachers can easily move students into breakout sessions and replicate the Wolf model of

small-group blocks within our already intimate classrooms.

 

Your child’s team will be sharing much more detail on the technology between now and Tuesday, and giving

you and your child a chance to get comfortable with everything. If you find you need help with anything —

equipment, setup or even space — please let us know. If we can, we will help. 

 

In the meantime, we are asking families to sign the attached consent form to allow your child to participate in

the online learning sessions. Please sign and email (you can send a photo of the document, too) or mail

back to Judy (jmenton@thewolfschool.org).  If you are coming in to pick up materials this week, you can feel

free to drop it off then, too.

 

It is a priority for Wolf to continue to be vigilant about the online privacy of our students and families. Google

and Zoom are adapting their platforms every day based on feedback from educators who are now using this

technology more than ever with the new online learning expectations, to ensure that they are FERPA and
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Room 4 pick-up, between 9:00 – 11:00 am

Room 8 (only a few students), pick-up between 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Room 7A pick-up between 9:00 – 11:00 am

COPPA compliant. Wolf will continue to ensure the safety of our students on social media by following

previously established media consent. There will not be recordings of any student sessions in whole group,

small group or one-on-one lessons with the teachers. We will continue to monitor how these platforms are

working for our students and be ready to make changes as necessary.  

 

Beginning next week, we will also have an online form where parents (or students!) can submit questions or

give feedback. Most likely if one of us is thinking it, we may all have the same question. I will be compiling

questions and answering them on a regular basis to inform our entire community as we learn throughout this

process.

 

Picking up Materials:
There are a few students and classes who may need to come in to the building to pick up materials on

Monday and Tuesday of next week.  We will designate pick-up times to ensure we are complying with all

social distancing rules.  Following is the schedule for coming to school:
 

Monday, March 30th:

 

Tuesday, March 31st:

 

If your team has not been in touch about picking anything up from school, then you are all set. Some

teachers will be sending packets home in the mail, so be on the lookout for those as well.  If the times above

do not work, please reach out to me and we will arrange another time.  No problem! 

 

Communication:
I have alluded to this a couple of times already, but I want to reiterate it here - please stay in touch with us.

We will be reaching out to you daily for check-ins, but do not hesitate to share your frustration, joys or ideas

with us. We have always valued the connection between home and school and it has always been what

makes our students so successful, and now that you will be physically present and part of our classroom

team, we need that connection to be as strong as ever!  We are all looking forward to seeing the magic of

Wolf School Connected unfold and we will rely on each other to practice patience, not perfection as we

embark on the first few weeks of this journey.

 

I promise to be in touch on a regular basis as we learn more about what the uncertain future holds.  We are

taking this in baby steps and will get through it together.  We are excited to begin this new way of teaching

and practice all of what we have been learning in our crash course of online learning these last few weeks. 

There is one thing I know about Wolf teachers — they are always up for a good challenge!

 

We will see you all on April 1st for the first day of Wolf School Connected.  Have a great weekend, and

please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions. Sending you all a big virtual hug! 
 

Warmly,

 

Anna
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