
It’s almost like a Cinderella story! The Wolf School needed some additions and ren-
ovations, and thanks to you, the results are like a dream come true! 

When space restrictions began impacting optimal instruction for our students, 
something had to be done. Instead of engaging in a lengthy capital campaign, we 
jumped in, gathering a small team to reach out to potential donors for Leadership 
Gifts and conducting a Crowdfunding Campaign. From January 2016 when these 
efforts began, until the end of the school year in June, we raised over $700,000 to-
wards a building project that includes a new classroom, faculty space, a community 
room, a library, a sensory courtyard and more. 

Anna Johnson, Head of School, says, “The whole process went incredibly fast. Par-
ents, alumni families, and community members were completely understanding of 
our need and responded immediately with amazing generosity.” 

Now everything is finished, and the Wolf community is reaping the benefits. The 
students’ faces light up when they enter the library – it’s become a hub of learning. 
Now our families have a room where they can check in and feel at home and our 
faculty finally have a space that reflects the Immersion Model© where they can 
meet, collaborate and plan.

We have incredible families and supporters who stepped up with generosity and 
talent. Without all your help, and your belief in The Wolf School, this never could 
have happened.
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A special thank you to our 
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Stories of transformation, inspiration, and gratitude. Because of you...

Wolf students celebrate the 
opening of the new classroom 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony

GROWING OUR VISION: 
A Building Where Learning and Community are at the Forefront!



the Wolf School

“When I told Lauren, my sixth-grade teacher at Wolf, 
that I couldn’t do something, she said we always can, 
but not all of us are willing to try.”

That’s something Wolf alumni Michael McDonald never 
forgot, and its message served him well as he continued 
his education, first to a Charter high school in Rhode 
Island, and currently at New England Technical School, 
where he is working on his BA in Digital Media Produc-
tion and trying a lot of new things. He juggles courses 
with working at Whole Foods part-time. He also writes 
music, plays guitar and enjoys creative writing. 

“I still have some of my old files from when I started 
writing stories at Wolf! It was a great outlet for me and 
the teachers at Wolf were really inspiring. It all started in 
4th grade when my teacher encouraged me to write my 
own Garfield comics.”

    

NOW AND THEN

Now, 
That’s A Journey

Did you know The Wolf School started with 

3 students in 1 classroom?

Today...
Since moving into our current building in East 

Providence in 2004, we’ve created 15 new spaces 
including our community room, sensory courtyard, 
gym, creativity room, and sensory arena.
 

We have 60 students enrolled in 7 classrooms

Many of our over 100 alumni students have gone 
on to graduate high school or college

If you added up how long our 49 current staff 
members have worked at Wolf it would equal over 

300 years 

There’s no doubt that thanks to you, The Wolf 
School is a special place. Thank you for being part 

of our community!

Michael entered Wolf in 
second grade and de-
scribes his main issues 
as a Sensory Processing 
Disorder, a Language 
Processing Disorder, as 
well as slight Aspergers. 
He had academic and so-
cial difficulties that made 
school an unpleasant place 
to be. At Wolf, Michael 
felt that everyone was 
“110% supportive.” He has 
great memories of Mid-
dle School electives and 
helping younger students 
during Reading Buddies.

“Kids who come to Wolf are scared, and the staff do 
what they need to do to help put those kids in a good 
spot. It’s a secure environment with excellent programs. 
I can’t picture a better place for any child – disability or 
not.” 

Michael explained that he walked away from Wolf with 
an ability to communicate and make friends. He learned 
how to be someone who can be open to others and to 
new experiences. And what’s really cool, Michael made 
a film about Wolf for a final class project at New England 
Tech. It’s a real tribute to his time at Wolf, the skills he 
learned and the talents he uncovered. 

Check it out on The Wolf School’s Facebook page and 
share it with friends.

“I can’t picture a better place for any child – disability or 

not.”  - Michael McDonald, Wolf School Class of 2011

STORIES FROM ALUMS: 
Michael McDonald:
Alumni, College Student, Musician, Filmmaker

Michael in his early years at Wolf



215 Ferris Avenue  East Providence   Rhode Island  02916               (401) 432-9940            thewolfschool.org

NOW, 
THAT’S A BIG DEAL

NOW, YOU’VE MADE 
A DIFFERENCE

A Library without books is like a sandwich without the filling. 

And winning a “Patterson Pledge” School Library Grant 
helped The Wolf School fill its shelves this summer with 
beautiful new books! Wolf was one of 452 schools across the 
country (and one of three from Rhode Island) to receive this 
incredible grant.

With a match from Scholastic Books we purchased books 
as well as new red rocking chairs for a fun reading nook and 
with the cash award we supported our local independent 
book store, Books on the Square, and purchased hard covered 
picture books, biographies, graphic novels and Middle School 
mystery and science fiction series. 

Your support gave us the Library and Mr. Patterson’s grant 
got us on the road to filling the shelves with new, exciting 
books our students can read and cherish. We look forward to 
growing our Library every year and creating a space where 
our students, many who thought they would never read, can 
become passionate, joyful readers.

“I’ve made it my mission to underscore the vital role 
reading plays in children’s lives, and the need to 
sustain school libraries is at the heart of that mission.” 
    - James Patterson

Best Selling Author James Patterson and 
The Wolf School: A Story with a Happy Ending

What do Cross Country members think of 
the new jerseys?
“I love them! They’re amazing!” 
   - A Wolf School Student

Having the opportunity to participate in a sport is something 
that our Middle School students might never have experi-
enced due to their sensory and social issues.

But Cross Country and Track at Wolf make kids feel awe-
some! They learn sportsmanship and rules of the game and 
how to keep trying and to push for their personal best. And 
most of all they feel and act like a team.

These new jerseys were purchased for Cross Country and 
Track this year thanks to a generous donor who learned about 
the need at our Discover the Difference gala in April. It’s more 
than a gift of a uniform. It’s a gift of confidence and teamwork 
and belonging.

We are grateful for this donation, and for all the donations 
you make on behalf of our students. Their strengths and skills 
can be accessed because of your support.

CROSSING THE FINISH LINE:
Every Gift Makes an Impact
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NOW IS THE TIME

Welcome to our first issue of Wolf NOW!
Look inside for:

• How you built a dream
• An Alumni filmmaker

• James Patterson starts a new         
chapter at Wolf

Email info@thewolfschool.org to update us 
on a new address, your mailing preferences, 

or to let us know what you’ve been up to!

Wolf NOW Stories of transformation, inspiration, 
and gratitude. Because of you...

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Fall Open House: 
• October 22, 2017 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
• Spread the word about our Fall Open House.  Potential families 

can meet our expert staff, tour our classrooms and state of the 
art sensory arena, and learn what makes Wolf unique!

Complex Learners Conference: 
• November 3, 2017 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
• Parents, educators, and clinicians are invited to hear expert 

speakers at this day long conference on School Trauma and the 
Complex Learner: Identification & Intervention.

Discover the Difference:
• April 20, 2018 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
• Don’t miss the fun! Mark your calendars now for The Wolf 

School’s annual gala event! 


